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and ea ſie _ ops to the ie 
Capacity) was compoſed chiefly for the poore 
er of br Dioceſe * Bath art 
Wells; amongſt whom the good ' Biſho] 
had deſign'd to deſtribute great Numbers 
them, had God ſpared him a few Week: 
bnger. The Copy was ſent to the Preſs | 
wery ſhort time before the late Dreadfi 
Tempeſt, which Put a Period to the Au 
thor s Life. 
May the good Inſtructions herein cos 
tain d be cfectual to excite in thee ſincer 
Repentance for all thy Sins paſt, and may] 
thou ſtand always ready to quit this Earth 
Tabernacle, when, or in what manger ſocuo 
Death ſhall 7ive thee the final Summons. 


So prays thy Servant in Chriſt Jeſu 


— 


4 Difcourſe concerning Sins of In- 
firmity and wiltul' Sins, with 
another of Reſtitution. 


firmity, called in Scripture Errors and ſecre: 
Faults, and of wilful or preſumptuous Sins ; as 
alſo of Reſtitution. : 


I Intend to diſcourſe of Sins of Weakneſs, or In- 


| 1 ; 
| And firſt of Sins of Weakneſs ; and that in the 
i fallowing Method, . » 7 F 


I. . I fhall confider the Nature of Sins of 
Weakneſs or Infirmity, called Errors and 
Secret Faults, very often eſcaping even our 


Ml own Obſervations 

A IT. The Effect of theſe Sins upon us as to 
h the Favour of God. 

III. The Obligation that lyes upon us, upon 
1 the Score of theſe Sins. 


I. I hall give an Account of the Nature of Sina 


of Infirmity. 


A Miſtake here is of infinite Danger to the Soul- 
of Men, Becauſe theſe Sins are conſiſlent with the 


in 
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ray our of God and the State of Grace, which habit:n, 


wilful, and preſumptuous Sins are not, of which! 
purpole to diſcourſe aſterward. And if we repurt: 
theſe our wilful Sins but Infirmities,, we ſhall thin; 
our ſelves the Children of God when we ate not, 
and flatter our ſclyes to our eternal Ruine. On th. 
other hand, if we ſhall repute our Sins of Weak! 
to be wilful Sins, (as ſoine good Clir ittiaus have bcc, 
prone to do) we ſhall fall into great Perplexitin, 

and loſe the Comfort and Peace aft our Minds. $1 
that this Matter 1s of great Moment, and ovght to 
be ſtated with great Cere. | 

And for my. better proceeding in this weight f 

Argument, I ſhall ſhew, 


1. Negativcly, what is not to be reputed a Sin of 


Weakneſs or Iufirmity. 

1jt, He that (ins with Reludtance and great Re- 
grets, mu. not therefore call his Sin à Sin of Pfir- 
mity. For 'tis not to be ſuppoſed but the wilful an, 
deliberate Sinner bath ſ#mething of this. And as 
the Cale may be, this is rather an Aggrayation. tha! 
an Excuſe for the Sin. And generally ſpeaking, tl: 
vuelt { cſpeci; Ily at firit ) have ſomething of this, 
te the t fins without Remorſe, is one of the moſt 
harden: d and hopeleſs. It is ati Argument of a ſad 

Ptate when a Man can do ſhameful things, and not be 
v bend. Aud he that ſins againſt theſe Reluctancics, 
1 in a very ſad Condition. This is not a Spot of 
God's Chiluren, but a Mark of the Vaſſal of the De- 


vils Kingdom, and a Sub, ect of the Kingdom of 


Darkneſs. 
24ly, He that cuſtomarily ſins after Reſolutions 
of Amendment, mw: not call that a Sin of Iutir mi. 
ry, not tho" we ſhould ſuppoſe his Reſolution to be 
tuccre and hearty, Fer Reſolution 1 15 but a 1 5 
tv 
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Duty, and only in order to the doing what we re- 
ſolye to do. Therefore the Performauce is neceſſary, 
and if that does not follow, this bare Reſolution will 
not excuſe him from a wilful Sin. Ther: are cer 
tain Reſolutions and Inclinations which ſerve to no 
purpoſe, unleſs it be to condemn us. Among Men 
ſuch Promiſes and Purpoſes pay no Debts and quit 
no Scores, For as a Man is not to be reputed a 
carnal Man, becauſe he hath about him ſome carnal 
Deſires and Inclinations, which he reſiſts, and ſuffers 
not ta come into Act; ſo a Man is not to be ac- 
counted a ſpiritual Man, becauſe he hath ſome inef- 
fectual Purpoſes and Reſolutions. Tis he that de? 
Rizhteouſneſs ( not he that barely reſolves upon it) 
that is righteous as God is rig hee. Good Wiſhes 
do not ſpeak a good Man; if they did, we ſhould be 
excuſed very eaſily from our univerſal Obedience. 

3aly, Nor is it to be allowed to be a Sin of In- 
$ firmity which is owing to another Sin or evil Caufe 
1 which we might have avoided. For at this rate, the 
greateſt Sins might be placed under this Head, He 
chat murders a Man in his drunken Fit, muſt not call | 
that Murder an Infirmity ; becauſe his Drunkenneſs | 
w2s 2 Fault that he ought to have avoided, and one 4 
Fzult is not a ſufficient Excuſe for another. The | 
lame may be ſaid of him that ſwears in his Anger, 
and blaſphemes in his Fury«and outragious Paſſion. 
We commonly ſay, and very truly, 7k at the Cauſe 
ef the Canſe, is the Cauſe of the Effect, or thing cauſ1d. + 
We are anſwerable for the Effects, when we are the 
Authors of the Cauſe of them. The Greatneſs of 
tie Temptation will not excuſe our Compliance. 
Tlat is an Argument that the Temptation weighed 
more with us than the Laws of God and the Love 
o Righteouſneſs ; which is fo far from being our Ex- 
cal: that it ig aur Fault. A 3 A by, 
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4h, Thoſe muſt not be called Sins of Infin, 
which our corrupt Nature may be ſaid to incline u 
to; for then we may repnte all our filthy Debauche. 
ries and crying Sins as Infirmitiesr. The State of N. 
ture is indeed a State of Infirmity, and our greateſt 
Crimes proceed from our Infirmity that is natural or 
moral, but then this makes not our Excuſe, but 
would entirely deſtroy all the Difference between 
vins of Weakneſs and Wilful Sins. 

proceed to ſhew politively and affirmatively — 
dius are to be reputed Sint of Pnformity. 

Now Errers or Sins of Infirmity are ſuch Sins 25, 
generally ſpeaking, are unavoidable, I ſay, generally 
icaking. Por perhaps as to ſome of the Particulars 

inder this Head, they are not ſo, For ſomet inis 

30 15 2 for us to auoid the Inſtance and the par. 
{car Slip or Fault, whenyet in the main, all thing: 
tOnadcred, we cannot be free from them altogether, 
Under this Head I reckon, 

1. Sins of Ignorance, whether of the Law, or of 
the Tranſgreſſion, where this Ignorance is not affected 
end criminal ; for whcre that is the Calc, there our 
ignorance will not exc uſe us, becaulc it is our Fault, 
end one Fault will not excuſe another. It wa very 
pollible thing tliat a very innocent Man may, in ſoue 
Caſts, be ignorant of the Lam, and conſequently of 
che Bang reſſon: But then this Ignorance mult be 
voluntary, and unchoſen, and unaffected. I here 
tte ſome Men that know nat, nor will they under: 
tand; that hut their Eyes, and retule the Light; 
Thee ave they. that are v illingly igucrant. There mult. 
be an houclt Hart, and no culpable Negligence, be- 
tore le nonance can be pleaded in our Excule. Su b an 
@ © who > llonett and induſti ions May miſtake or for. 
the Law bas a St. Pay! calls went. inthe 
TA,. 
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Faith, And there were many ſuch at the firſt plant- 
ing of the Chriſtian Faith, who did not underſtand 
their Chriſtian Liberty, and Diſcharge from the Or- 
dinances of Moſer, The Apoſtles who had received 
a Command to teach all Nations, were ſome time be- 
fore they could be prevailed with to admit the Gen- 
tiles into the Church of Chriſt, The Drunkard and 
prophane and proſſigate Sinner cannot pretend to 
this Excuſe, his Sins ery aloud, and there is ſomething 
within him that bears Witneſs againſt theſe foul 
Offences, | 

Yet (till it is very certain, that a very good Man 
may be innocently ignorant of ſome part of his Duty, 
and that may happen from ſundry Canſes and Occa> 
ſions, There are ſome Men who are truly good, 
that have a very mean Underſtanding, which may be 
allowed to be an Infelicity, but not their Fault. 
Others have Capacity, but not the means of Inſtru- 
(tion, nor any Opportunity of having the Principles 
of Chriſtianity laid in them. But beſides all this. 

1, Something is to be allowed for Prejudice and 
Prepoſſeſſion: and no doubt, God will aBow muen 
where the Prejudice is not faulty. T of - ercat 
Conſequence what we inbibe in our Youth. Theſe 
Principles ckp a great Byaſs upon us, and the Way 
5 too often blocked up againſt the Reception of the 
Truth; in ſuch à Gaſe as this, we are very uncha- 
ritable if we ſhonkd+chrow all ſuch Men among the 
wilful and preſumptuorss Sinners. 85 & 5 
24ly, The Law it ſelf does not many tunes deter- 
mine the meaſures and degrees of Virtue and Duty: 
we are commanded to give Alm of fuch things as we 
ave, aud here we all ſtand obliged : but it does 
wot tell how. much we muſt give, nor what Propor- 
wu of our Income, I his- is. not determined 4 
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the Law, nor can it well be, under that Variety of 
Circumſtances in which the Givers are placed. Again 
we are commanded to be temperste in eating and 
drinking, but our Meaſures are not ſet down, nor 
can they be fixed, becauſe of that Variety of Men; 
Needs and Circumſtances ; and therefore a good Man 
may perhaps exceed or fall ſhort, indulge himſelf too 
much or too little. If it be ſaid, that Virtue con- 
ſiſts ia the middle, yet every good Man may not be 
able preciſely to determine that Matter. We are 
commanded to Pray, but we are not told how of. 
ten in a Day, and what Proportions of time we are 


to ſpend at once. For where tis ſaid, that we m 


pray always and without ceaſing, we very well know, 
that thoſe Expreſſions cannot be underſtood in the 
ſtricteſt Senſe of the Letter, becauſe we are by o- 
ther rags obliged to 1 things, and it is un- 
poſſible to iſe it in the moſt rigorous and ex- 
1 


WE Some Laws have their Exceptions either ne- 
uy implied, or expreſſed, and Men are to go- 
rern themſel ves accordingly. We are commanded 
to give te every Man that ecketh. But here it muſt 
be ſuppaſed, that he who is asked have ſomewhat to 
give, and that he do not want it more than he tliat 
Kketh ; and after all, if he cannot give to all, yet 
many times 'tis greater Charity to give to him that 
asketh not. We are obliged te obey our Governour: 
and Parents ; but yet we muſt not do it where they 
command what God hath forbid, or forbid what Goc 
bath commanded: This was frequently the Caſe 
under the Law of Moſcs ; that required that à Man 
ſhould marry his Brother's Widow, and raiſe up Seed 
»#t0 his Brother. And after all, ſome Men could not 
40 this, e. g. we will ſuppoſe — 
5 other 
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grother to the High Prieſt, it could not be lawful 
fr him to marry his Brother's Widow, becauſe 
the Law lie was forbid to marry any Widow, 
is the Fews well obſerve. [ Jevamoth cap. 2. 3. ] 
And therefore he muſt be an excepted Perſon. Again, 
«c will ſuppoſe two Brothers to marry two Sitters, 
e Brother dies and leaves a Widow, yet may not 
he lun viving Brother marry that Widow, becauſe 
t is expreſly forbidden by another Law to take to 
Wite lus Wife's Siſter. A great many other Caſes, 
/o1%:1efs, might be given, in which a very good Man 
might wiſtake his Rule very innocently, and as. in- 
10.cntly go aſtray. from it. 

4:1y, There are ſome thmgs in which our Rule 
bes not particularly direct ns. God's Laws run 


. my times in general Ferins, without deſcending to 
N D-finitions and Specialities, Thus the Laws about 
Y [emperance and agaie't Covetouſneſs do not de- 
ts dend to ſtrict Definitions, and all wie Specialities 

contain'd under them, And fo as to Matters of 
e. Recreatiuns and Divertiſements, a good Man may 
0- milt:ke, not being able ta apply generaF Laws to 
ed tue particular Occations and Einergencies of Life: 
at 1d may, without Lols of God's Favour, take a 
to zreater Liberty than a wiſer Man would have taken. 
at 5thly, Again, a good Man N innocently” run 
jet s bome ſort of extreme. For fomerunes fo it is 
hat ant the Sin lies in the degree; and where the thing 
r. awful, the Exceſs is faulty. and culpable, And the 
bey nd ſtricr Limits of Virtue and Vice arc ſome- 
30d res not very diſcernabte. It is not eafie to ſer out 
Caſe Ne Bonndaries between Truth and Falſhood, which 


Man en dwell upon tlie Skirts of each other. And this 
Seed oſten tlie Cafe between Virtue and Vice. In 
not iy Caſes we are prone to run into fome Exceßs, 
erſon v. g. to 
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v. g. to exceed in Mirth, even Then when it is nc: 
only lawful, but expedient to rejoice : or in our 
Grief, when it is lawful and ſeaſonable to mourn, we 
may in ſome Caſes be too moroſe and too ſcrupulous: 
or on the other hand, be too gay and complaiſant, 
And, as the Caſe may be, we may be either too ca. 
lous or elſe too remiſs. Upon theſe Accounts th: 
juſteſt Man upon Earth may err, and this through 
an Ignorance that is not culpable. 

2. Sins of Surreption or Surprize when we hay: 
not time to conſider, and deliberate, and weigh the 
thing that is propounded to us. The upper Sou! 
or Underſtanding of a Man does not move the WI 
or lower Faculties, as a Clock or Watch is moved, 
Where one Wheel that is ſet on moving moves al! 
the reſt, For the lower Powers of the Soul ma; 
move when the upper do not inform and direct. 4 
ſudden Fear or Fright may prevail in a Moment, and 
ſet the lower Powers on work before theUnderſtanc- 
hath time to give Advice and Information, In 
this Caſe a Man is rather hurried than led or ſeduced; 
and the Action is in truth involuntary : for v here 
he hath not time to think, it cannot be called th: 
Action of the Man: what he does in this Caſe, is 
not his Fault, nor will be no more imputed, than 
the Actions of Madmen or of Idcots will be charged 
upon them. : 

3. Miſtakes and Errors which we are guilty of, 
through Forgetfulneſs and Inadvertency, and wart 
of a moſt ſtrict and continual Watch and Guard up- 
on our ſelves: theſe are not wilful. and deliberate: 
and tho they are Sins, yet when they are againl 
the habitual Inclination and Choice of the Man, thy 
are not preſumptuous Sins. It is not to be ſuppolec 
but that in this State of Weakneſs, in which we nov 

= 
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2re, that we ſhould be always intent and awake, 
The Wiſe Virgins, that yet had Oil in their Lamps, 
whilſt the Bridegroom tarried, /umbered and /tepr, 


And where the Spirit is willing, yet the Fleſh is 


weak, 85 | 
| If after all, any Man ſhould call for a Catalogue 
of thoſe Sins which are to be reputed Sins of Weak- 


gels, he would be very unreaſonable, Such a Cata- 


logue cannot be given in. The Reaſon is plain: 
e B:cauſe thoſe very Sins which in ſow? Men and in 
a ſome Caſes are but Sins of Infirmity, in other Men 
il and in other Circumſtances, may be truly called wil. 
d, ful Sins. An Infirmity indulged and allowed, will 
ll grow up to the Stature of a wilful Sin. And Sins 
ay of [afirmity and Wilfulneſs are ſuch, many times, 
5 wich reſpect to the Sinner. It is a certain Truth, 
Ys that ke that committeth the greateſt Sin is not alway 
ad- the greateſt Sinner. And a Man may be a 5 


In Liner in that very Inſtance in which another is guilty 
ed; WW only of an Infirmity, For Mens Sins and Guilt ſwell 
here or grow leſs according to the Circumſtances which 

tn! co attend them, That may be wilful in one Man, 
ea which in another is but Surreption and Surprize. 'Tis 
the 


the Will God looks at; and as it conſents or rejects, 
the Sin and the Sinner will be eſteemed in the Sight 
of God, who alone knows our Hearts. 


y oh, But as the Paps/ts 1 * us to give ina Cata- 
wait blue of Fundamentals, ſo perhaps ſome may urge 
d vp. u (till to give in a Catalogue of theſe Sins, though 
erate: ¶ it be unreaſonable, on one {ade and on the other, to 
galal make ſuch a Demand, yet I think it will be no hard 
„ th Matter to give ſome Exemplitications of the Sins of 


kfrmity, which I am now treating upon. 

v. g. Such are Evil Thoughts ſpringing indeed 
tom an evil Temper aud bad Incliuation, but not 
wilented to. „„ Wanaring 


when it ſeizes our 


ritual Man, becauſe he hath, now and then, good 
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' IWWandring or Drowſmeſs in Prayer, and other parts 
of Divine . we ſtrive againſt it; for 
il, and gains our Conſeat, it i; 


a wilful Sin. 

Evil Emotions and E. that are forthwit! 
retracted and ſtifled, . Theſe may be allowed to be 
Sins, but they are but Sins of Iafirmity and Weakneſ;, 
For as no Man is to be accounted an holy and ſpi- 


Wiſhes and ſpiritual Deſires, if he proceed no far- 
ther; ſo he is not to be reputed a carnal Man, 
or out of the Fayour of God and the State of Salya- 
tion, if he have ſome evil Motions ſpringing up in 
his Mind, if he ſtifle and repre them, I next 
procced to conſider, | 


II. The Effect of theſe Sins as to the Favour of 
God and the State of Grace. That is, to enquire 
whether theſe Sins do put us ont of God's Favour 
and the State of Grace: or whether, if a Man die 
that is not quite freed from theſe Sins, he may be 
ſaved. 8 EY 
Now that theſe Sins are conſiſtent with the Fa. 
vour of God and the State of Grace, will appear 
from the following Particulars © 
1ſt, From their Unavoidableneſs : for fo, in the 
main, they are. It is not poſſible for a Man to be 
always upon the Stretch, the wiſeſt and beſt of Men 
may be miſtaken or ſurprized in this World of furry, 
and conſequently be guilty. of Slips and Infirmitics 
But it is, by no means, to be believed, that weſhall loſe 
God's Favour for thoſe things which it was unpoſſible 
for us to help: we may as wel ſuppoſe we ſhall 
lolc God's Favour barely becauſe we are Men, as f 
thoſe Infirmities which are the iuſeparable Atten- Wii, 
dants upon humane Nature. 24ly, Thy Big 


. * 
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2d! are alſo unvoluntary, and do not im port 
Nr Ln Conſent, and will therefore not ak 
demn us. They are not choſen, not ſo much as in 
cheir Cauſes, as I have explain'd this Matter before; 
and therefore cannot denominate a Man an iZ Man. 
'Tis here as in ſome other Caſes; a Man of good 
Skill and Strength in Wreſtling with one of leſs, 
may yet fall, becaufe the Gronnd is ſlippery, or thro' 
ſome other Accident: and fo may the beſt Hotſe- 
man, upon a hery and ſtarting Horſe. If he flip 
or fall, it is not his Fault but his Misfortune only; 
tis not his Choice in the leaſt. Here's nothing im- 
putable to the Man, becauſe there is no Choice in 
the Caſe. 

34ly, The Holieſt Men in all Ages, and the moſt 
celebrated in all Ages of the Church, have been over- 
taken with them, and yet have not been ſuppoſed to 
have been deprived of God's Favour, and blotted 
out of the Book of Life. Moſes himſelf, the meekeſt 
and one of the beſt Men upon Earth, yet once fpake 
wadviſedly with his Lips. Noah, a perfect Man and 
2 great Preacher of Nighteouſneſs, was once ſurprized 
and overcome by the Blood of the Grape. Job was 
Man perfect and upright, that feared God, and eſ- 
chewed Evil, and ne thought he had Cauſe to ſay, 
| ablor my ſelf, and repent in Duft and Aſhes, (Job 
42,2.) David was a Man very remarkable for 
tis great Faith and Hope in God, and yet he ſays, 
have ſaid in my haſt, I am cut off from before thine - 
Fer, ( Pſal. 31:28.) Again, Zacharias was righteors 
befor: God, walking in all the Commandments of the 
d blameleſs, (Luke 1. 2, 18, 20.) and yet he be- 
ed ſome Intirmity in his Faith, and was ſtruck 
umb upon it. The Holiett Men have their Weak- 

«1:5 and Imper ſcct ions. | 
B 4thly, The 
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4thly, The Scriptures aſſure us, that the beſt of 
Men are not free from theſe Infirmities, There 1. 
not a juſt Man upon Earth that doth Good and ſin- 
neth not. Again, Who can ſay that 1 have made my 
Heart clean, and am pure from my Sin? (Eccl. 7.20, 
Prov. 20. 9, ) Even under the Law, cleanſing and 
Attonement were allowed for Sins of Ignorance, and 
we are not freed from them under the Goſpel. 
It is true indeed, He that is born of God doth no: 
commit Sin. ( 1 John 3:9. ) & v, he does not pra- 
ctiſe nor live in wilful Sins; that is certainly the 
meaning of that place, and this Senſe is reconcilead]: 
with what is ſaid of Sins of Weaknels, (ch. 1.8, ) 
no Man being quite free from them. 
St. James ſuppoſeth that a Brother may err fr» 
the Truth, and St. Paul, that he may be overtaken 
with a Fault. (Jam. 5. 19. Gal. E. 1.) but do nc: 
give him for loſt upon this Account; nay, thc! 
Words rather imply the contrary. We are taught in 
our daily Prayer to ask Forgiveneſs of our Sins, wid 
ſure we need not do, if we were free from Errors. 

5'4ly, This will be out of Dilpute, if we con{ice; 
the Nature of God as he is repreſented to us i 
the Holy Scriptures. He is repreſented as good anc 
merciful, as having the Compaſſions of a Father, a. 
the Bowcls of a Mother, and as one who Cclir 
not the Death, but Converſion of a Sinner. And 
the New-Teſtament he is called Love, his Kindo! 
is repreſented as greater than that of Earthly t: 
rents: and yet an earthly Parent is not wont « 
2bdicate or diſinherit a Child that ſtudics to pla 
lim tho' he ſhould ſometime miſtake his Cod 
mands, or be overtaken with a Fault. 

I add, that if the Scripture were (tent, our E! 
perience would not. We have all largely tajtes 
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the Riches- of his Goodneſs and Forbearance, and 
can lay, that s his Mercy that we are not con- 
uned, | 

6thly, If we conſider the Temper of the Goſpel, 
and Nature of the new Covenant of Grace, we ſhall 
be farther confirmed in this Truth. I cannot poſ- 
ſibly fee how it could be called a new Covenant, 
or Covenant of Grace at all, if it did not makeAllow- 
ance for Sins that are unavoidable and involuntary. 
Chriſt is called the Deſire of Nations, that is, the mo!t 
deſirable Bleſſing that could happen to thein. and ſo 
indeed he was. His Birth is proclaimed with Glory 
to Cod, and with good Wil towards Mn, as £00 
Tidings to mankind, or Tidings of great Joy which 
ſbal be to all People, (Luke 2. 10.) But alas ! what 


joy could there be in all this, if, after all, there were 


no Hope left for us under our unavoidable Slips and 
Failures ? Who could hope or rejoice, if chere were 
no Remedy in this Caſe, if nothing ſhort of a Sin— 
leſs Obedience could fecure our Souls? We ſhould 
then have remained ſtill in a State of Bondage aud 
Death, Chriſt would have died in vain; had died in 
vaio, had he not procured Pardon for unavoida!,l: 

Sins, and our Preaching, and your Faith and Hope, 
would have been in vain. But we are ſure there ts 
great Hope for the Sincere, though they have their 
Faulures, and that Sinceruty is the Perfection of a 

Chriſtian. 


III. I proceed now to the Obligation which lies 
upon us on the Score of theſe Sins. You may take 
your Obligation in the following Particulars. 


r. You are obliged to a Sorrow even for theſe 
Fim. This will be a good Evidence that they are. 
_ B 2 | not 
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not wilful. For tho they are upon the main unavoid- 

| able, yet it is fit we ſhould be ſorry for them. Be- 

cauſe they argue the Defect of Holineſs, and tho, ge- 
aerally ſpeaking, we cannot avoid them altogether, 
yet if we come to Particular Inſtances, there arc 
fome that a more exact Care and Watchfulneſs might 
have prevented. Who is there among us that docs 
his utmoſt, and if he does not, (and 'tis in his Power 
to do that) he is obnoxious to the Juttice of God, 
and conſequently obliged to Repentance for his Neg. 
ect. | 

I do not mean here by Repentance, a Particular 
one, ſuch as preſumptuous Sint require; nor do I meat! 
by it a perfect maſtering of all theſe Sin: for the future 
which in all other Caſes is required. But this Calc 
will not admit of ſuch a Repentance; For theſe Sins 
are often unknown, and therefore called ſeeret Fault: 
We beſides, generally ſpeaking, they are unavoivab:: 
o. 

All that can be meant by Repentance is this, viz. 
an hcarty Sorrow for what we know, with a-preat 
Care to avoid them, and a general Confeſſion and 

Sorrow for what we do not underſtand: Ilie 
Plalmiſt,who,in another Caſe, ſnews a very particular 
Repentance, ( Pſal. 5 '. ) in this Caſe Prays, Cleanſ⸗ 
thou me from my ſecret Faults. Ne 
©  Tho' in all other Caſes there be infinite Danger 
in a general Repentance, and we are never lafe 
when we repent not particularly, yet is not that 
the Caſe before us now. = 
2. Theſe Sins oblige us to a very great Care that 
we do not wilſully offend; by doing of that we 
{hall ſhew that — Sins were involuntary, We are 
but Hypecrites and out of God's Favour when wc 
bewall our Iufirmities, and indulge our ſelves in * c 


— — 
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fal Sins. We mock God in this Caſe when we ſtrain 
at a Gnat and fwallow a Camel. This was the Jewy- 
iin Hypocrifie, - who were afraid of a legal Defilc- 
ment, and allowed themſelves in groſs Immoralities. 

3. We are obliged to confeſs them, as far as they 
come to our Knowledge, and to beg for God's Par- 
don, in the Mediation; and for the fake of Jcſus 
Chriſt. (1 John 1. 9. Chap. 2. 1, 2, 9. Under the 
Law of Moſes, he that had commited a Sin of Igno- 
rance, had a Sacrifice appointed, and there. were 
ſome cont inual ones, as the daily Offerings for the 
Errors of the whole Congregation, Theſe were but 
Types and Shadows of the Death of Chrilt, by whofe 
Blood we are cleanſed and purged. 

4 In order to the ſecuring our ſelves a Pardon 
for theſe Failures, we muſt forgive one another, 
This is God's Appointment, ( Mas. 6. I4. Luke G. 
36.) And all Acts of Mercy, ſuch as Giving and 
Forgiving, have a Tendency this way, We mult 


Lo (hew Mercy as we would receive it: our Intereſt aud 
eat our Duty oblige us to it. 
nd | 
ne 2 * 
i — — — 
nſe 

er . 
ger 


lafe. Next procced to conſider thoſe which are wil- 
ful er pre ſumptuous Sins, Here I ſhall conſider, 


I. The Nature of theſe wilful or preſumptuou: 
Sins. 
II. The Effect of them, as to the State of Grace 
and Favour of God. 5 | 
III. The Obligation whuch lies upon ug upon the 
Score of theſe Sins, BJ. 1. 5 1 
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I. I inquire into the Nature of theſe wilful or pre 
fumptuous Sins. | 

I ſhall need fay the lefs, becanſe I have largely diſ 
courſed of the Nature of Sins of Weakneſs, to which 
theſe Sins are oppoſed, and called and, and 

'Faid to be committed with an high hand, and a Con 
rempt of the Law. (Dent. 17. 12, 13. Numb. 13 
30, Heb. 10. 28.) Theſe are Sins of a higher Strain, 
and import a far greater Gnilt, and Hazzard of a fu 
ture State. . | | 
Io things are required to make a Sin wilful o 
preſumptuous. | 
I. That it be a Sin againſt Knowledge. To hin 
has knows to do god, and doth it not, to him it 
Sin. (Jam. 4 17.) Our Saviour tells the Phariſee: 
If ye were blind, ye ſhould have no Sin: but now 0 
ſay we ſee; therefore yorr Sin remaineth. (Joh, 9. 41 
| This is the great Aggravation of our Fault, and th 

which leaves us without Excuſe, or any Shadow c. 
tt. (Luke 12. 47.) He that fins againſt Conſcience, 

zs turned Rebel to Heaven, his Guilt increaſeth to tl 
greateſt Bulk and Stature. 

2. That it be committed after Conſideration 
this makes it a deliberate Sin, It is poſſible tha: 
Man that is not ignorant, may yet be ſurprized, 2! 
not have time to conſider. The moſt watchful M. 
1s not always awake, The ſame Sin may be in one. 
Wilfd Sin, which in another is but a Sin of Hr wit 
Not that God is a Reſpecter of Perſoi s, but beau 
one Man Sins againit a clear Light, and upon Deli. 
ration, when another h ſurprized. So it is ſoinct in 
we debate the Matter, our Fleſu ſuggeſts and ple. 

and fo does our Conſcience, and we attend to both. 
mem. One lays before us the Law, the Tur p. 
* aid fad Efi: Rs of the Su. I be other reyes 4 
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Eaſe and Profit, and the pleaſant Fruit. In this Cafe 
the Sinner offends at the higheſt rate; his Sin is wik 
10 ful in the very higheſt degree of all; 
+ Nor are we to be excuſed from this higheſt Guile 
50 in ſome Caſes where we do not, and are not able ac- 
* tually to conſider. For if this Inability ſprings from 
5 our ſelves, and be of our own making, the Caſe and 
5 - 8 ſtill the — The Action e. in the 
g nce is involuntary, et be voluntary 
1 Uthe Cause. We have a famous — the Jew- 
10 iſh Writers to my preſent purpoſe. © Acertain King 
© entertained ſome Jews, and endeavoured to de- 
* * bauch them : he preſſed them either to drink free · 
7 < ly of his Wine, or to eat Swines Fleſn, or to com- 


fee mit Lewdneſs with Gentile Women. Upon De- 
* * liberation, they choſe the former, but then under 
* that Exceſs, committed the other two, and were 
thi: * conſequent]y guilty of all. We are accountable for 
W . the Effects of our wilful Drunkenneſs and R 
ence, For tho' we confider not, yet that is our Fault, and 
0 the cannot therefore be our Excuſe. Again, where the 
Sin proceeds from an Habit of our own volun 
1 creating, or from our wilful Neglect of the Means of 
that 2 preſerving our felves, we are in theſe and ſuch Caſes 


2 chargeable with wilful Sin. 
1 V. II. I conſider the Effect of theſe Sins as to the 
one. State of Grace and the Favour of God. | 

N Theſe Sins do certainly caſt Men into God's Dis- 
e ſavour, they wound and watt the Conſcience, and 


abe our better State, and ſap our well grounded 
Hopes of Eternal Life, Theſe Sins expole Men to 

Gods Wrath, and (if true Repentance do not pre- 
vent) conlign them to eternal Death. Theſe are not 
ive Spots of God's Children, as is manifeſt from 1 Joh. 
?, 4, 6, Ver. 9. Whoſocver is born of God deth not com: 


mee. orci 45 


10 Dek wilful Sing. 
| mit Sin Such a Man belongs to another Kingdom, 
Ver. 8. He that committeth Sin is of the Devil, If 

we compare this place with Chap. 1. Ver. 8, 9. and 
Chap. 2. Ver. 1, 2. it's plain that St. Johm ſpeaks 

of the wilful Sinner, which is ſaid to comme Sin, and 

to walk in Darkneſs, whereas the other places Chap. 3. 
ſpeak of Sins of Weakneſs, of Surreption, and Surprize. 

And however the wilful Sinner may flatter himſclf, 

he is in a ſtate of Damnation at preſent, in a Separa- 

tion from God, and in the broad Road that leads to 
eternal Death and Deſtruction. 

This Sin ſpeaks a Contempt of God, and of his 
Laws, and greatly hazzards our eternal Salvation. 
If we (in wilfully after that we have received the 
Knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth no more S. 
erifice for Sins, but a certain fearful looking for of 
Judgment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour 
the ate { Heb. o. 26.) A Sin of this 
Size admitted of no Sacrifice under the Law of 
Moſes, but left Men obnoxious to Death or the Di- 
vine Exciſion, How much more ſhall he be puniſhed 
who hath troden under Foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith he was 

 fan#ified, an Unholy thing, aud hath done Deſpite un- 
to the Spirit of Grace? The Lord ſhall judge his 
People. And we fliall-find it a fearful thing to fol 
into the Hands of the living God, Of ſuch a Sinner 
the Words of St. James are meant; Whoſoever ſha! 
keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, he 1: 
guilty of all. (Jam. 2. 10.) The reaſon is plain, 
viz. becauſe he contemns the Authority upon Which 
the whole ſtands. 

Theſe Sins defeat the end of Chriſt's Appearance, 
the Vartue of his Blood, and Efficacy of his Attone- 
ment, (1 Joh, 3. 8.) till we return to God by i true 

5 epcn- 
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Repentance, we are in a State of great Danger. I 
ca:not fay that we are without Hope, nor will I 
ſuppoſe ſuch an Interciſion of our Juſtification as in- 
ſer God's reverſing his former Pardon, and Acts of 
Grace, as to thoſe Sins which were before repented 
of and forſaken, We have no Reaſon to affirm ſuch a 
$yner without all Hope. God forbid. He does not 
reſeutiy diſinberit ſuch a Sinner. But if ſuch a Sin- 
er die before he repents, he dies in his Sins, aud 
ut lyc down in evenlaſting Burning . 

For we have no Cauſe to believe that God does 
tine a Sinner all at once, as not only to forgive 
«hat Sins are paſt and repented of, but alſo thoſt 
„hh are to come. This would ſuppoſe a. Siv for- 
en before it iscommiti ed, and conſequently. before 
t is repented: of” We may as reaſonably ſuppoſe a 
aner jult ified before he is born, as that his Sin is 
torgwen before it is committed. 175 


f However we may perplex our ſelves in this mat - 
. er, jet it is a certain I ruth, that our Sanctiſication 
4 nd Jn{tibcation mult run parallel together. When 
" 1c Scripture lays, that God does juſtiſie the ungoaly; 


de Word ungodly only denotes what theſe Men ſome- 
. mes had been, and not what they are when God is 
" id to juſtifie them, Elſe we muſt ſuppoſe, that God 
ii od dear the Guilty. St. Paul lets us know, that 
be Unrighteows ſhall nat inherit the Kingdom of God. 


** Cor. 6, 9, 10, 11.) He reckons up thoſe wito 
«iq all not, vis. Fornicators, Idelaters, Adulterers, &c. 
ain, e adds, and fach were ſome of you; but ye are waſhed, 
Fran t je are ſanttified; but ye. are juſtified, ec. We 
God's Favourites as long as we do his Will; and 
nce, « Friend: of Chvifh, as long as we obey him · Here's 
one* Change in God, nor are his Works and Counlels 


rgeable with, any ſuch thing. The Change is in 


y 
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vs, by doing well or ill we change our State, Go“ 


changeth not, He is always the ſame, pleaſed with 
the Holy and Penitent, and an Enemy totheWicke/ 


and Obſtinate, And thoſe whom he owns whilſt they 


To the ſecond, to Reftiturien and Amends, 2“ 


do well, he diſclaims when they wilfully offend him, 
God was wont when he ſpake of Iſrael, to ſay, my 
People; But when they fell into Idolatry, he alterec 
his Stile. The Lord ſaid unto Moſes, go, get thee down, 
for Thy People, which Thoz broughteft out of the Lani 
of Egypt, have corrupted themſelves. ( Exod. 32, 7.) 
And thus our Saviour, ſpeaking of thoſe who wo: 
not forgive their Brethren ; So Likewiſe ſhall ni 
heavenly Father (not yours any longer) do alſo ur; 
you, if you from your Hearts forgive not every one h 
Brot her their Treſpaſſes. (Mat. 18. 35.) 

III. I proceed now to conſider the Obligation 
which lies upon us, on the Score of theſe wilful Si. 
I mean, toward the procuring our Pardon, and re- 
ſtoring us to the State of Grace, and to the Favour d 
God 


In this Sin Two things are to be ſeparately co 
ſidered. Firſt, Ihe Offence againſt God. And, Secunch, 
The Injury or Damage done to our Neighbour. With 
reſpect to the firſt, we are obliged to Repenton! 


where there hath been an Enmity, to Reconciliati 
1. We are obliged to Repentance, and have gr 
Cauſe to bleſs God that we are admitted to {eco 
Thoughts. That where we cannot pretend Inv 
cence, our Repentance is accepted. This is a Con 
nant of Grace and Mercy. Repentance and Rem 
of Sins is preached in Chriſt's Name. He came 9 
to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentan 
(Luke 24. 47. ) This was the great Doctrine 
Chriſt, of Jahn the Baptiſt, and af the Apoll 
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th This ſpeaks the Grace and Merey of the Goſpel ; we 
ed ire not rigorouſly bound up by our Guilts ; but he 
cy -hat confeſſeth and forſaketh his Sin, ſhall be pardoned . 


im. Here I ſhall ( 1.) ſpeak ſomething in general of 
my he Nature of Repentance; And (2.) ſhew what 
red and of Repentance is required in order to reſtore the 
wr, wilſul Sinner to God's Favour. | | 
ant Firft, I ſhall ſpeak ſomething in general of the 
„ W Nture of Repentance. I fear nothing is more 
oul! WF common, and I am ſure nothing is more dangerous 
mn chan a Miſtake in this Matter. 
um It imports more than giving God good Words 
ne ad our ſelves evil, more than confeſſing our Sins, 
1nd great Sorrow upon the Account of them, Judas 
ation s hid to have repented. He was full of Sorrow 
Sis, d, Remorſe : he confeſſed he had betrayed innocen: 
1d fc. Se: he brought back the thirty Pieces of Silver, 


our d nd returned them in the Temple, and yet, after 
lt, he was the Son of Perdition, and it had been ber- 
ir that he had never been born. It is hard ſome- 
times to know whence our Sorrow grows, whether 
b de the Fault, or the Detection, the Sin or the Pu- 
n ſanent, that does produce it. Perhaps we ſorrow, 
dot becauſe we have been wicked, but becauſe God 
s juſt, and our Þriquity hath found us out. We know 
ve gag not alſo whether "twill lead us, whether to a godly 


o (ec Cre, or to Deſperation. It is not a Sorrowthat is c£ 
10 119888: 84% ſort, nor all Repentance that is to Salvation. 
sa Cob Repentance imports two things. 

Rem) 12, A change of Mind or Principle. A true 
came "Percent judgeth and wills otherwiſe than he did. 
epent 1098 us Soul hath a new Byaſs put upon it. He judges 
octrut Sa the greateſt of Evils, as in truth it is, and Ho- 


lizzls the greateſt Perfection of humane Nature. He 
iaucs the Fayour of God above all. The a" 
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and Bent of his Soulf ate after God and ſpiritul 


Adly, A Change of Life, an after Care not 
to _ : * 72 his 1. well as his 
Thoxg her. 55. is is at large by the 
Prophet Ezekiel, chap. 18. Our Faith and Aalen 
muſt be juſtified by Works; we muſt bring forth 
Fruit meer fir Repentionce, (Mat. 3. 8.) Judy 
was ſtifled with Sorrow, but far from Repentarce, 
Faith and Repentance are empty Names without 
good Works. The Devils believe and tremble alſo. 
Thus mach of the general Nature of Repentance, 
I proceed, - p 22 | 
«. Setondly, To ſhew what kind of Repentance is 
required toward te reſtoring the wilful Sinner to 
God's _ 7 3 297197 
1. Our Repentante muſt be particular. A gene. 
ral one will not ſerve, Where the Sin is known it 
muſt he particmlarly bewailed and ext out. It nuſt 
be as it was With the Few? in ſearching for Leaven; 
They caſt awzy-all- which they ſound, and ſolemnly 
execrated what they coutd not find. The Pſatmif 


Prays, Cleatiſe thin me from my ſerver Foals: Thi 
1 a general ConfeMidn, and 'tis 28 muri as the Cale 
would bear. But of his wilful Sin he makes a per- 
ticular Confeſſion, Deliver me frem Blood-guiltineſ; 
O God, ( Plal. 51. 14.) St. Paul did not only al 
bhimſelf the chief of Snmers, but conſeſſoch his per. 
ticular Sins, viz. that he W ãs a _ a Blaſ- 


phemer, and Injuribus, (1 Tim. 1. 12, 15.) 'Twa 
provided for in the Law of Mieſts, the Sacrifice with. 
out this would not make Attonement. He ſhall 
cemfeſt that he timed in that thing, (Levit. 5. 5.) 
The Jer lay before us the Form of Words which 
by their Conſtitutions the Sumer was to uſe ; inte 
* | | whl 
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which he was obliged to inſert his particular Si 
This * cal 952 92 I A n 2 a 


Not „ without which and Repentance, they taught 
5 hs 22 would not make an Attonement. And 
| the where the Sinner had been injurious to bis Neigh- 
rance bour, he was obliged to confeſs, as well as make 
forth Reſtitution, ( Numb. 5.6, 7.) 
ſudas 2. Our Repentance muſt be very ſerious, and bear 


ſome ion to our Sin. It muſt be accompa- 
thous nied with an inward Sorrow, Shame, and Pain. 
alſo, Peter denied his Lord, his Sin was wilful and great- 
ance, W ly aggravated. His Sin was not only againſt Light 
and Knowledge, but after Warning and his avowed 
ice ; WW Profeſſion of Conſtancy ; It was aſter many Favours 
er to Wl andercat.Digoations; He was taken into the A 
ſtleſhip, and taken up into the Mount upon Chriſt's 
gene: Transfiguration; He was made from an ordinary 
vn it WW Fiſherman to be a Fiſher Men; His Wite's 
t muſt WM Mother had been reſtored by a Miracle; Hg had 
eaven; W the Honour of ſeeing our Lord's Miracles, aud 
temnly WY bearing his Sermons ; His Temptation was ſmall, 
Yalmilt be was charged by a lilly Maid, by mran and 
: Tua incompetent Witneſſes ; beſides, he perſiſted in bis 


we Cie Sin, and increaſed it; he repeated his Sin, and to 
s 2 par” his Inconſtancy and Want of Truth, he added 
altineſ, WY Curſing and Swearing, In a Word, his Sin was 
5n1y cal complicated and heinous, and ſure his Repentance 
his per- vs proportionate, The Text ſays, he wept 3 
4 Bla Quantum malum Chriſtum neg ando commiſcrit, plo- 
| 'Tvas WY 142d menftravir. Aug. A tew Tears and a ſinall 
ce with. Wt Sorrow will not ſerve where the Crime is fo 
He ſbal eat. ; 

t. 5. J. 3 Our Repentance muſt be attended with the 
1s which 


torlaking our Sin. St. Peter, that deuied rs Lord, 
fe ; wn A __ 
wh 


of Repentance for wilful Sins. For Sins of W 4 
Ciſe is vtherwile, But wilful Sins muſt be = | 


it of Repentance. 


-»0 


cannot be ſure of the Grace of Repentance, {; 
we delay it. We ſhall ſoon be hardened, aud our 


when this happens to our Bodies. Our Lite 


pent at all. And 'tis much to be feared, that |: 
that contin&s in ſuch a Sin, will die in it allo, | 
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did ſhew the greateſt Conſtancy and Boldnefs after. 


ward, cven under” the grcateſt Danger, as We in! 
in the Afr f the Apoſtſer., This is to be 141 


neſs, which, - generally ſpeaking, are nnavvidable, r 
ſaken, or elle we cannot laye the Grace or Ben. 
4. Our Repentance muſt be ſpeedy, or «lle y 


cannot be ſafe, A wilful Sin gives our Soul; 
mortal Wound, We never delay our Rec; 


uncertain, and as we always read on the Border; 
of Death, ſo in tlns Condition, We do on th 
Borders of Hell, And were we fare. of Lite, . 


Danger increafeth with our Delay, If Repenta nee 
be good and profitable, "twill be beft to ule ;; 
pretently ; and if it were not, we need not to re- 
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tr Seer III. On 


Ts Proceed to conſider our Obligation where our 


fi 


a wilful Sin is not only an Oſtence -againit God, 
* but allo a Wrong aud Inzury to our Nich“ 
If bour, What are we to do in this Caſt in order t 
Xn cur Pardon? ' 
| II. In this Caſe we are obliged 2 nod Re- 
ne Mtion and Amenar. This is no lels necetlary to- 
N wards our Pardon than Repentance to varys God. 
8 This is agreed among all Divines, We are obliged 
BEN in Juſtice to do this, and if we are not willing, W2- 
orden are in à State of Dumun ion. It he tha: borrows 
10 pt and bargains be bonnd to pay, and wake goud "ne 
te, we 


Contract: He that Steals. or detains whar is, anv- 
cc "WM there, muſt needs be bound, We find the Repen— 


nc WF tznce of a wicked Min deſcribed, by reſtoring the 
mY Plage, and givin? again what he hath robbed. 
= ,k. 33. 15.) Upon Zaccheus his drclaring his 
12 ps Charity an} Purpoſe of ampte Reſtitutien, our 


daviour fatd to him, This Day is Salvation. come 
Po 1 % Houſe. (Luke 19. 8. 

He that is = willing to make. Reftitu: jon, can- 
not be a Penitent. He. is fo far from it, that he 
es bis Siu, when, he hugs the Fruit of ., TR. 
not tobe ſuppoſed that he choſe the Sin for its 
en Sake at farſt, but for the Profit or Advantage 
clit. He that detains what is anothers, is as un- 

juſt as he that ſteals. The ęrcatelt Pretence of 
rem and Regret without Reſtitution, will avail us 

«4 thing, if it be is our Power to re{torr. Our, 
G 2 Religion 
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Religion ſtrictly obligeth to this; To render t 
every Man his Dae. (Rem. 13. 7, 8.) It was allo 
provided for in the Law cf Moſes, where ſeveral 
Rules are given in this Matter. ( Exod. 22. 1. Levi? 
5. 16. & Chap. 6. 5. 9. 4, , 8.) 4 
which variety, it were not hard to give a clear 
Account, were it ſo that it would not be too area! 
a Digreſſion in this place, In ſome Caſes the Of- 
fender was obliged to reſtore ſeveral Fold: In o- 

ther Caſes, to add a fifth part, even where the 
Fault was ignorantly committed; but in all Caſcs 
it was adſolnrely neceſſary, and Confeſſion and Sa. 
crifice could not procure Pardon withont it. And 
where the injured Perſon was.not to be found, that 
Law directs what is to be done, ( N14. 5. 5. 
But of this Matter enough. = 

I ſhall, however, in this weighty Caſe, add ſome 
Rules for the better governing our ſelves, and that 
in the following Particulars. 

1. That when I fpeak of Reffigution, and the 
Neceſſity of it, T muſt be underſtood of all Ivju- 
rics whatſoever. We may wrong our Brother (+ 
veral ways, and are obliged to make Reſtitution in 
all ſuch Caſes. He does not only wrong his Neigh- 
bour who robs him of his Money or other Good, 
or deſrauds him of his Bargain; who oyer-reacheth 
him in Contract, and detains his Dues ; not only 
he that wounds his Body, but he that leſſens his 
Fame, that prieves lim without a Cauſe, that rots 
him of his Innocence or his Peace. Theſe laſt are 
lo far from being no Injuries, that indeed they 
are the greateſt, tho' the moſt conunop, and I fer 
the leaſt laid to Heart, ns 4 
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2: We are not only. chargeable with repairing 
tie Wrong which we have done with our own + 


und, but with that alſo which we were the firſt 
Cauſe of, or that we have procurett to be done, 


27 which we haye not; upon due notice, prevented : 


ws are guilty when we procure others to-do the 
Wrong, or do not hinder it when we can, and 
when we ouglit. He that hinders anothers Chari- 
ty to a poor Man, by Fraud or any cvil Art, 13 
bound to make him Reffitution. © Again, we are 
chargeable with all that Wrong of which we are the 
{rt and voluntary Cauſe. For tho the Conlequence 
were not defigned by us, yer it we were voluntary 
5 ine firlt Cauſe, we are juſtly charge able with 
the conlequent Miſchicf. He that ſets on fire his 
N-:ighbour's Stack of Corn, and it take hold of his 
Houle , is chargeable with the whole Damage, 
Lecauſe it was d wilful Sin in the beguming. 
That in all' theſe Cafes a Man is not obliged 


bt 1644 what he is able to do. My meaning is plainlx 


tuts, that his future. Happmels docs not depend upon 
if he be otlierwile a true Penitent. He is obli- 
ec.) always to do his utmoſt, and then his lincere Ne- 
pentagce will be accepted. 


There are ſcverat Caſes in which a full Reſtitu- 


n and Reparation of the Wrong is not pollible, 


. g. though 4 Mam may be able to pay his Debts; to 


reſtore the Pledge, and what he hath robbed ; Ws 
tue Wrong by Mutaer and Untleamneſi is not tot 


repaired in Specie, and tis too oſten next to . 


poſſible to repair the Wrong done by Saur. 
Again, the Perſon 4njured, 45 perhaps deceaft4, 
x in a far Country, and it is ui certaiu- whether 
ue be dead or alive, And if dead, jet perhaps bs 
C3 
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bath no Heirs or Relatives in being, or none that 
can fairly pretend a Right. 

Or perhaps a Man hath lived in a continual 
Courſe of Cheating in his Way of Trade, and 
Tracht. And then it is in'great meaſure impoſſible 
to know whom he hath wronged ; and in that 
Cate he is not able to make full and Juſt Ref;. 
turion. 

Or it may be, he that hath done the Wrong is 
erown poor and ntterly unable to make amends, 
This happens frequently: for 'tis ſeldom that In- 
tice proſpers long, And yet 'tis hard to ſay, 
that if Juch a Man be a true Penitent, that yet there 
„ no Hope of Salvation left him. I add therefore, 

4 That in all ſuch Caſes, a Man is ſtill obliged 
to do his utmoſt, and to reſtore as far as he is able, 
or 2 the Nature of the Caſe will bear, And to 
apply it to the Caſes abovenamed. 3 

He that cannot reſtore the Man to Life whom le 
dh killed, way yet be able to maintain his Fami. 
, or t0 do as much toward it, as the Dead may 
- be preſumed to have been able to do, had he been 
Living; and ſo much he is obliged to do if he be 
abe. He that cannot reſtore that Chaſtity and In. 
Once Which be hath robbed and violated, yet !3 
he obliged, if he be able, to make all other Amencs 
; which the Caſe will bear. He is bound to provic: 
dor the Growth of his Folly.: and to marry ( in caſe 
_ of ſingle Fornication ) and endowing the injures 
Ferſou, of making ſuch a pecubary Recompence 4 
he cane and a3 will be accepted. He that cannot cal 
back lus Sanders, may do ſomething toward it. He 
maf patiickly confels his Fault, beg pardon of ti! 
311yrd Pcrfon, and ſpeak well of hun for the tin! 
W.- COW, Ap. _ 
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at Again, where the Perſon is to be found, the 
Reſtitution is to be made to that injured: Perſon + 
1al if deceaſed, to his Heir or next a-kin, as is directed 
md by the Law of Moſes, (Numb. 5. 6, 7.) 
ble In caſe that cannot be done, we have no way left, 
hat but to pay it to God, I mean, by beſtowing it in 
efli. Works of Piety or Mercy, to the Church or to the 
; Poor; for in this Caſe, to'them it belongs who mi- 
1g is niſter to God, or who are his Poor, All ſuch 
nds. Goods eſcheat to the Church or Poor, who are 
la- God's Receivers of all theſe W2fts and Strayet that 
ſay, have no other Proprietor, For as by our Law, ſuck 
there things belong to the Lord; ſo it was provided by 
ore, the Law of Moſer, (Numb. J. 8.) Aud the Nature 
Wiged of the thing requires that ſo it ſhould be, that theſe 
; able, things ſhould revert to God, the great and chief 
nd to Ln of Heaven and Earth, in Works of Piety aud 
arity. ] 
om he Laſtly, in the fourth Caſe, no more is to be ſaid 
Fami- than this, that he who is not able to make 2 ful 
d may Reſtitution, may yet reaſonably hope, upon his ſin- 
je been cere Repentance, to be accepted, provided firſt, chat 


* he de be do What he can at preſeut; and that he preſeryc 
and Ia. in himſelf a full Purpoſe of making an extere Reſti- — 
, yet h 74:70 if God ſhould be pleaſed ever to enable him 
Amenc lo to do. | 5 5 
ovid: J. That where a-Man is able to make Reſticurion, 
in caſe he muſt take Care that it bear Proportion to the 
"Injared Wrong: he hath done, or -elſe-he cannot expect his 
npence a Pardon. This is ſtrict Juſtice and indiſpenſible. 
annot cal This was provided for under the Law of Mf, who 
In. He required not only a Sacrifice, but a fifth part ta be 
fon of tl! added to the principal, (Namk 5. 7.) An that, I 
« the 11: ſuppoſe; becauſe the injured Perſon was grieve as 
Ag. wcll 
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well as mjured. We are to conſider our Neiglſbour'« 
Wrong to the full extont, both the Lucrum ceſſun, 
and the Damnum emergens ; the Advantage Which 
might have ariſen, as well as the Damage ſuſtaincd 
And this was allo conſidered in another Law o. 
Moſes. { Exod. 21, 19. ) 
5. The Son or the Heir | is not obliged to make 
Amends for all thu Wropgs th it his Father or che 
Teſtator hath done. For where the Fault wes a 
Perſonal Act only, and did not increaſe his E: tate, 
or any way involve it, there can be no reaſon that 
the Heir ſhould be chargeable with it. The Cale ir 
quite other w ile where the Eſtate is enjoyed by the 
Heir, which was gotteu or encreaſed by Robbers, 
Oppreſſion, Sacrilege, or any other indirect Means. 
There it deſcends cu ſuo nere, with ĩts Bar den an 
Iucumbrance, not to ay. with. its Curſe upon it, it it 
be not relicved by Reſtitution. 
7. Where the injured Petfon does Accept of ſuch 
- Amends as we are able to make, tho' it do not beet 
Proportion to the Wrong we have done, yet wc 
are dilcharged, For the injured have Power to re 
mit in pars or in whole, and then there is no a Jury 
donc 0 him that; is willing. 
Alter all, whey our Cale is Qiu mare Nice and 
perplexed, we ſhall do well to adviſe with our Si. 
l ritual Guides, 
And becauſe the moſt righteous Man and the mo.! 
careful may. yet unwittingly do Wrong to his Neg! 
bour, we ſhall do well to hallow and ſcaſon o'r. 
Wealth by plentiful; Alms-giving, and return by tl e 
Poor. what . we may poſlibly, have been faulty. 
The Jews.had a Tretpals-Offering which they cal 
Aham Talui. I. 864 à Su/pencz-Offering, vi. Wil 
4 tue / 
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